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SUBJECT:  Updates in Health and Education 
 
 
Dear Sisters in the League, 

Education: 
Just a note…World Catholic Education Day is observed on May 9th, 2013. It is a time when 
Catholic’s around the world should take a moment to pause, reflect and pray on the gift that 
is Catholic Education.  

Missionary Childhood Association (MCA):  

Are you a teacher? Do you work with children or have children of your own? If you have 
answered yes to one or more of these questions then the MCA may be of interest to you and 
your children. It was formerly called the Childhood Association of the Pontifical Mission 
Society, founded in France in 1883 by Bishop Charles de Forbin-Janson. Its purpose is to 
encourage all children to be aware of the needs of children living in mission dioceses 
throughout the world. These children in need are assisted by the generosity of children 
who wish to make the love of Jesus known everywhere. The MCA still follows Bishop 
Forbin-Janson’s vision of “children helping children” You can visit their kid friendly web 
site at www.onefamilyinmission.org. I believe that this would be a wonderful way for our 
children to help other children and would be a wonderful class or children’s liturgy project 
to share with our kids. Visit their website where you and your child can learn to pray the 
World Mission Rosary together and more. 

Scholarships and Bursaries:  

I have been asked to once again remind our members that the National Catholic Women’s 
League has a National Bursary Fund, set up in 1988 through donations, to provide financial 
assistance to CWL members wishing to pursue Canadian-based studies in adult faith 
formation and/or youth ministry. Many members have received a bursary to help them 
pursue their goals. The deadline for submissions is May 1st of each year. To find out more 
information regarding this bursary or to print an application form, just go to the National 
Catholic Women’s League website at www.cwl.ca and do a key word search for the 
“National Bursary”. This will take you to where you want to go and good luck! 
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Catholic Schools:  
 
The information below that I am sharing with you comes directly from my National 
counterpart and we are asking that you share this with members so they can gain insight 
into what may happen in their province. The Quebec provincial government has made it 
very difficult for private Catholic schools to teach faith to students. Is this a sign of things to 
come? 

 
Background: Loyola High School, Montreal, asks the Supreme Court to hear case “In 
 2008  the  Education  Minister  at  that  time,  Michelle  Courchesne,  refused  to declare 
that the course in Morals and World Religions (MWR) at Loyola Catholic High School in 
Montreal was equivalent to the Ethics and Religious Culture (ERC) course, arguing that the 
program offered by the school was given from a Catholic viewpoint whereas the ethics and 
religious culture approach must be ’secular.’ The school took the case to Quebec’s Superior 
Court. In June 2010, the Superior Court reversed  the  decision  of  the  minister  and  the 
 school  was  allowed  to  teach  its substitute program as equivalent.” This decision was 
appealed by the Department of Education and on December 4, 2012, the Court of Appeal 
overturned the Quebec’s Superior Court of Appeals’ decision, denying Loyola Catholic High 
School, a private institution, to teach the Morals and World Religions in place of the Ethics 
and Religious Culture.  
President Philip Hogan of the Catholic Civil Rights League has commented on that decision, 
“With this decision, the Court of Appeal has seriously infringed upon the rights of parents 
to direct the religious education of their children.” 

Health: 
 
Good News! 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Robert Walley, executive director and founder of MaterCare 
International, who was presented with the Pro Ecclesia et Pontificate medal on December 
9, 2012. The medal is given for distinguished service to the church by lay people and is the 
highest medal that can be awarded to the laity by the papacy.  
 
More Good News to Share! 
 
In a Public Health Agency of Canada news release, dated February 21, 2013, entitled 
“Harper Government Invests in Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Projects,” Member of 
Parliament Dr. Colin Carrie, Oshawa, had announced $600,000 in funding for “…two 
projects to address Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD), a lifelong disorder caused by 
prenatal alcohol exposure.”  

“The first project, led by the Canada Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Research Network (CanFASD), 
will update  diagnostic  guidelines  to  include  new  FASD  research  and  recommendations 
 on  how  to diagnose young children and adults. For the first time ever, healthcare 

http://www.matercare.org/
http://www.matercare.org/
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/media/nr-rp/2013/2013_0221-eng.php


professionals in Canada and around the globe will have access to guidelines so they can 
diagnose individuals at any age.”  

“The second project, led by the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH), will study 
child development among elementary students to investigate the prevalence of FASD 
among the Canadian population. Key findings will highlight the impact of FASD in Canada 
and provide evidence required to improve policy, programs and resources to address 
FASD. The World Health Organization will also use Canada’s data in its study on the 
prevalence of FASD around the world.”  

“Medical-aid-in-dying”:  

We have received an urgent press release from the Catholic Organization for Life and 
Family (COLF) with regards to the Government of Quebec’s intention of bringing forth a bill 
on “Medical-aid-in-dying” (by June of this year), or in other words Euthanasia.  
 Below are some exerpts from the COLF website on the Quebec Select Committee on 
“Dying with Dignity”: 
 
“The Catholic Organization for Life and Family (COLF) vigorously denounces many of 
the recommendations put forward by the Quebec Select Committee on Dying with 
Dignity in its report of March 22.  By opening the door to “euthanasia as physician 
assisted death”, the Committee chose to ignore the inherent dignity of the human 
person and the inestimable value of human life.  It also ignores the voices of two-thirds 
of the 427 groups and individuals who spoke during the public hearings last year, 
giving more weight to the position of pressure groups calling for the decriminalization 
of euthanasia and another practice which is intimately linked — assisted suicide 
The first part of the report contains recommendations to improve palliative care.  
Obviously we support these recommendations as we believe it essential to make 
palliative care accessible to all citizens; all are entitled to effective treatment of pain 
and to be accompanied at the end of life with genuinely compassionate human and 
spiritual care.    
 
However, the report suggests the removal from the Criminal Code of protections for 
some of our most defenseless citizens.  This would make it possible for authorities to 
ignore the killing of disabled, elderly or otherwise vulnerable persons (even against 
their wills). If we fail to protect the weakest of our citizens today, who will be at risk 
next? “ 
“It is time to act before euthanasia becomes ‘appropriate care’ within Quebec’s health 
system.… anyone who still believes in the first of all human rights – the right to life – has a 
responsibility to take action. As citizens of a country that claims to be civilized, all people 
have the right and the duty to counter any attempt to legalize euthanasia and assisted 
suicide, and, instead, to promote palliative care and true compassion.” Please act now! Also 
please visit the Physicians’ Alliance for Total Refusal of Euthanasia website. This group is 
an alliance of Quebec physicians who oppose legalization of euthanasia and assisted 
suicide. 

http://www.colf.ca/
http://www.colf.ca/
http://totalrefusal.blogspot.ca/p/the-physicians-alliance.html


I know this is a lot of information to share with members all at once. Maybe you would like 
to touch upon one or two things to share with your members at your next council meeting. 
Maybe you want to share it all. Whatever you choose to do, remember to choose something 
that is near and dear to your heart and expand on it.  
 
I hope to see some of you in Greenwood next month. 
 
Peace and prayers. 
 
Carole Matiowsky 
MO Health and Education Chair 
 


